Lector Expectations

Proclaiming is not ordinary reading to yourself. Like a novel, newspaper, etc.
Proclaiming is announcing publicly.

Preparing for Sunday:
e Practice proclaiming at home
o Read it out loud several times until you get the full impact of the reading and how you
will deliver it.
e Punctuation and voice inflections are extremely important in proclaiming the Word.
o St Paul is inclined to use very long sentences. It takes practice to read them with
understanding.
e Scripture reference for Sunday Mass can be found on the inside of the last page of the
Catholic Missourian, take home a missalette, or google USCCB for the readings.
e Pronunciations can be looked up with a google search and well as the USCCB podcast
o https://bible.usccb.org/podcasts/audio

Before Mass
e Arrive early to practice using the lectionary and adjust the microphone.
e Pick up the Mass Introduction sheet in the Sacristy
o If one is not laying out, you can create one by using the template sheets found by the
pens on the counter area where all the Mass supplies are kept.
o This is read before Mass.
m You will come from the Sacristy area to read the introduction.
During Mass
e Proceed to the Ambo from the steps on the Mary side of the Sanctuary.
e Before going up the steps for the reading it is appropriate to make a profound bow to the altar.
o A profound bow is from the waist with your head bowed - a simple bow if bowing your
head, not a nod.

Proclaiming the Word

e Read slowly. The sound of your voice needs time to travel to the back of church.

o Reading slowly enables those with hearing aids and all others to hear and understand.

e Enunciate and speak distinctly, slowly, and loudly.

o It may seem exaggerated but that is necessary for the listeners to be able to
understand the scripture you are proclaiming.

e The last word in a sentence is important to give the sentence meaning. Give it the same
volume as the rest of the sentence. Do not let it get lost by dropping your voice. It takes
practice.

e Announce the reading; A reading from the “Book of Exodus”; Pause; begin to proclaim.

o lItis not necessary to introduce the reading with “the first reading” or “the second
reading”



e At the end of the reading, pause; clearly and slowly pronounce each word - “the Word of the
Lord.”

Pause after the reading before beginning the Responsorial Psalm
Proclaim the Responsorial Psalm response - elevate your arm to alert the community to
respond
As you finish each verse, elevate your arm to alert a response each time.
For the second reading, follow the same process as the first reading.
After the congregation has responded - “The Word of the Lord”, slowly leave the Sanctuary by
the same way you entered.
e Make a profound bow to the altar at the bottom of the steps and return to your seat.

We bow to the altar to dignify the “Table of Sacrifice” and the presence of God in the Tabernacle.
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